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Minutes 
A duly-noticed regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held at 7:00 PM on October 7, 2024 in 
the boardroom of the Camden Public Library in Camden, North Carolina.  A closed session was held at 6:00 PM to discuss 
Economic Development and to consult with the County Attorney in regard to potential litigation. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chair Troy Leary at 6:00 PM.  Also Present: Vice Chair Ross Munro, Commissioners 
Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett and Tiffney White.   
 
Administration Staff Present: County Manager Erin Burke, County Attorney John Morrison and Clerk to the Board Karen 
Davis.  Attorney John Morrison was present for the closed session only. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Motion to go into Closed Session to discuss Economic Development and to consult with the County Attorney in regard 
to potential litigation. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
Motion to come out of Closed Session. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
Chair Leary reconvened the Board of Commissioners at 7:00 PM for open session.   
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Rev. William Sawyer gave the invocation and the Board led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM 1. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA        
 
Motion to add SPCA Support to the agenda as New Business Item 5.F. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
Motion to approve the agenda as amended.   
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 2. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT     
 
Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement. 
 
ITEM 3. PRESENTATIONS          
 

A. Certification Recognition – Dismal Swamp Welcome Center Director Sarah Hill recognized Tara Ferguson for 
achieving the prestigious Travel Marketing Professional Certification from Southeast Tourism Society.   

B. Employee Recognition – Nekia King was recognized for 10 years of employment with Camden County and Brian 
Lannon was recognized for his recent retirement after 12 years of service.   

 
ITEM 4. PUBLIC COMMENTS          
 
County Manager Erin Burke read the Public Comment information statement.  Chair Leary opened the floor for public 
comment.  
 
Debbie Swick of Ban Balloon Releases NC addressed the Board and requested that the Board consider an ordinance banning 
the intentional release of balloons in Camden County due to the impacts on animals, birds, marine life and the environment 
and impose a $250 fine for violation.     

Derrill Wickens addressed the Board with concerns in regard to Camden Yard Materials and requested responses for the 
following: mining overlay information, definition of ‘operation’, copy of previous UDO that was superseded by April 2019 
version; and the validity of UDO 2016-08-10 (Special Use Permit). 
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Chris Wilson address the Board in regard to the condition of Turner’s Lane.  Mr. Wilson stated the road was to be paved but 
to date has not been paved.  He also shared photos of portions of the road.  Mr. Wilson requested assistance from the County 
in getting the road paved.   
 
Lisa Harman-Wakefield addressed the Board on behalf of the SPCA in regard to the 73 dogs from Camden County that were 
surrendered to the shelter the previous week.  It was her request that the Board consider additional funding to defray the 
expenses associated with the care of the dogs.   
 
Crystal Wilson deferred her time to Mr. Wilson as he wanted to offer additional comments.  Mr. Wilson added that it is 
sometimes difficult for the school bus as the grass is not regularly maintained by the State.   
   
ITEM 5. NEW BUSINESS          
 

A. Tax Report – Lisa Anderson 
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30 Largest Unpaid – Real 
 

 
 
30 Oldest Unpaid – Real 
 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Personal 
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30 Oldest Unpaid – Personal  
 

 
 
Motion to approve the Tax Report as presented.   
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
B. EMS Agreement Modification – Erin Burke 

 
The proposed amendment to the existing EMS contract with Pasquotank-Camden EMS allows for the commencement of 
Camden County EMS to begin serving the County on February 15, 2025.  The service of Pasquotank-Camden EMS will 
cease at the same time.  At no point will the County go without services.  To that extent, should Camden County not be able 
to meet the goal of service by February 15, 2025, Pasquotank-Camden EMS will continue to serve the County on a month-to-
month basis at an increased rate.   
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Motion to approve the EMS Agreement Modification as presented. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
C. Veteran Services Officer Interlocal Agreement – Erin Burke 

 
This interlocal agreement has been drafted and reviewed by both Currituck and Camden County attorneys.  The terms of the 
agreement are to split the cost of the Veteran Services Officer (VSO) position with Currituck County.  This cost includes the 
salary and benefits package offered by Currituck.  The VSO will technically be an employee of Currituck County but will 
work and serve in Camden County, as well.   
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Motion to approve the Veteran Services Officer Interlocal Agreement as presented by the Camden County Manager. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
D. Ordinance 2024-10-01 Prohibiting the Release of Balloons Within Camden County 

 
As requested by the Board at the September meeting, staff prepared an Ordinance Prohibiting the Release of Balloons within 
Camden County for the Board’s consideration.   
 
Motion to approve Ordinance 2024-10-01 Prohibiting the Intentional Release of Balloons within Camden County. 
 
Discussion 
 
Chair Leary stated that he had discussed the issue with local farmers and they support the ordinance in that released balloons 
often end up in their fields and equipment.   
 
Commissioner Krainiak stated that there is much more to the problem than balloons and that efforts should be targeted to 
litter in general.  There will be no way to know where the balloons originated. 
 
Commissioner Aydlett stated that while she admires the passion for the effort, the Sheriff’s Office would be responsible for 
the enforcement of such an ordinance.  She requested that the Sheriff speak to the matter.   
 
Chair Leary stated the Ordinance could be a deterrent.   
 
Commissioner White stated that there are laws currently in place to address litter.   
 
Sheriff Kevin Jones referenced the following statute already in place in regard to litter: NCGS 14-399.  He also 
acknowledged the challenge in regard to enforcement.   In regard to this issue and animals, Sheriff Jones referenced NCGS 
14-360.   
 
Mrs. Swick added that according to General Statute, litter is not recognized as something in the air; it is recognized as 
something on the ground.  The balloon does not become actual litter until it touches down, which could average 1300 miles.  
The issue is the release of the balloon itself.   
 
With Vice Chair Munro’s motion on the table, Chair Leary proceeded with the vote.  The following is a result of a poll of the 
Board: 
 
Chair Leary – Aye 
Vice Chair Munro – Aye 
Commissioner White – Nay 
Commissioner Krainiak – Nay 
Commissioner Aydlett - Nay 
 

RESULT: FAILED [2-3] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYE: Troy Leary, Ross Munro 
NAY: Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 
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E. Resolution in Support of Congressional Funding for the Disaster Relief Fund, Continuance of Halted Recovery 
Projects and Sufficient Provisions to Prevent Future Immediate Needs Funding – Erin Burke 

 

 
 
Motion to adopt the Resolution in Support of Congressional Funding for the Disaster Relief Fund as presented. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
F. SPCA Support – Erin Burke 

 
On October 1, 2024 the Camden County Sheriff’s Office had 72 dogs surrendered following an initial investigation. During 
the initial phase it was estimated that the individual surrendering the dogs had 20-25 dogs, not 72. These animals were 
transported to the SPCA of Northeastern North Carolina. The following day there was one more dog surrendered, bringing 
the total to 73 dogs.  
 
The recently-approved contract for services does not anticipate this type of situation. To that extent, the monetary side of the 
contract does not anticipate the dramatic increase in cost to handle this many animals. The SPCA has accrued a lot of 
unanticipated overtime in addition to the following expenses:  

• Building and retrofitting kennels/pens with crates, weather proofing, etc. $1,783.31 
• Initial vaccines and medications $1,581.91 
• Food (they eat about 80 pounds of food per day) $120.00 per day 

 
It is staff’s recommendation that the Board of Commissioners appropriate $5,000 from the contingency fund to provide 
additional funding for the SPCA of Northeastern North Carolina due to the 73 dogs surrendered from a Camden resident into 
their care.  
 
Commissioner Krainiak inquired as to the responsibility of the owners in regard to the surrendered animals.   
 
Manager Burke stated that once the animals are surrendered, the financial obligation of the owners cease.   
 
Vice Chair Munro stated he would request that the County consider funding in the amount of $10,000 and that he would 
entertain a higher amount, considering all of the additional care that will be required.   
 
Motion to increase the funding to the SPCA in the amount of $15,000.   
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 6. BOARD APPOINTMENTS         
 

A. Tourism Development Authority – Reappointment of Tamara Richards 
 
Motion to reappoint Tamara Richards to the Tourism Development Authority for an additional term. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 
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South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors       
 
Chair Leary recessed the Board of Commissioners and called to order the South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of 
Directors Meeting.   
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Consideration of the Agenda  
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
New Business 
 

A. Monthly Report – Chuck Jones 
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Moratorium Update 
Staff is currently engaged in the following:  

• Collection of data to satisfy engineer requests. 
• Working on the model for the stream for Pasquotank River samples throughout the winter and next summer with the 

report from the samples expected Fall 2025. 
• Testing on other forms of disposal such as high rate infiltration and a spray field. 

 
Motion to approve the monthly report as presented.  
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Troy Leary 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
Motion to adjourn South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
Chair Leary adjourned the South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors and reconvened the Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
ITEM 7. CONSENT AGENDA          
 

A. BOC Meeting Minutes - Herein incorporated by reference; available for public inspection in the County Clerk’s 
office and via the County website. 

• September 3, 2024 
• September 19, 2024 
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B. Budget Amendments 
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C. School Budget Amendments 
 

  

 
 

D. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 
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E. Refunds Over $100 
 

 
 

F. Tax Collection Report  
 

 
 

G. Vehicle Refunds Over $100 
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H. Amended Sewer Connection Fees 
 

 
 

I. Surplus Property  
 

Department Item Disposal Method Suggested Value Reason for Surplus 
Sheriff’s Office 2006 Chev. Truck GovDeals $11,757.00 LESO / Out of Service 

 
J. Set Public Hearing for November 4, 2024: Ordinance 2024-11-2, Preliminary Plan Application for Wharf Landing 2 

Major Conservation Subdivision  
 

K. Set Public Hearing for November 4, 2024: Ordinance 2024-11-1 Text Amendment to the Unified Development 
Ordinance 

 
Text Amendment to the language of the Camden County Code of Ordinances Chapter 151 for clarification to specific section 
of Articles 151.4.4 Use Regulations specifically to include Recreation / Entertainment Indoor / Outdoor, 151.4.5 Accessory 
Uses and Article 151.10.3 Definitions  
 

L. Set Public Hearing for November 6, 2024: Camden Lakes Development Agreement  
 
A request on behalf of Camden Lakes to eliminate the golf course from the Development Agreement and to better define the 
recreational facilities offered in the development.  This proposal does not increase the number of housing units originally 
approved.   
 

M. Set Public Hearing for November 6, 2024: Camden Lakes Conditional Use Permit 
 
A request on behalf of Camden Lakes Development for an amendment to the Master Plan for Camden Plantation Properties, 
Inc. approved under Conditional Use Permit UDO 2010-08-17. 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Sissy Aydlett 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 8. COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
County Manager Erin Burke included the following in her report: 

• Attended the following meetings: 
 Minister’s Advisory Council 
 Juvenile Crime Prevention Council 
 High School Steering Committee 
 Jail Board 
 Shoshin Services for EMS 

• Life Skills Coach Position discussions 
• Treasure Point Project 
• Website accessibility and updates 
• Veteran Services Officer interviews 
• Success Academy lease discussion 
• Heritage Festival 
• Commissioner Orientation Program 
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ITEM 9. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS        
 
Commissioner White 

• Area Agency on Aging Run to Remember 5K Fundraiser– November 2nd, 9:00 AM  
• Workshop for Individuals with Older and Disabled Adults - October 30th, 10 AM – 3 PM 

 
Commissioner Aydlett 

• Dismal Day – October 12th, 10 AM – 2 PM 
 
Chair Leary  

• Heritage Festival – great turnout  
• Needed restroom facilities at the Camden Girls’ Softball Team field; funding has been allocated from the County to 

the Schools for this purpose.   
 
Manager Burke explained that the Superintendent stated that he was not aware of the situation and that porta-johns will be 
provided immediately and that he is working on a plan for the availability of restroom facilities.   
 
ITEM 10. INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES    
Provided for information only: 
 

A. Register of Deeds Report 
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B, Library Report 
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B. NC Forest Service Annual Report 
 

  
 
ITEM 11. OTHER MATTERS          
 
None. 
 
ITEM 12. ADJOURN           
 
Motion to adjourn. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Sissy Aydlett 
AYES: Troy Leary, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 
There being no further matters for discussion Chair Leary adjourned the meeting at 8:10 PM. 
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